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856 Reviews of Books 

ward and produce an impression more favorable to her than is deserved. 
This feature is accentuated by the fact that the tone is in some places 
rather anti-British, somewhat anti-French, and decidedly anti-Serb. 

The delineation of Bismarck shows some slight trace of war influ- 
ences in the emphasis upon his unscrupulousness and his hostility to 
democratic ideas. But the portrayal as a whole is essentially the conven- 
tional picture of ante-bellum days. Bismarck is represented as a hero, 
entitled to admiration and gratitude. Why should not historians, along 
with the rest of the world, correct their ideas by the light which the 
war reveals ? Historians should have learned that in many points their 
old conceptions of men and events need serious revision. Nowhere is 
this more true than in the case of Bismarck. 

Frank MalOy Anderson. 

The German Terror in France: an Historical Record. By Arnold 
J. Toynbee. (London: Hodder and Stoughton; New York: 
George H. Doran Company. 1917. Pp. xv, 212. $1.00.) 

The present work, as the author indicates, is to be considered a 
continuation of his earlier German Terror in Belgium. The chapters are 
numbered consecutively through the two volumes and the same plan and 
method of treatment is adopted in each. " The narrative has been 
arranged so as to follow separately the tracks of the different German 
Armies, or groups of Armies, which traversed different sectors of 
French and Belgian territory. Within each sector the chronological 
order has been followed." Together the two volumes cover the acts of 
violence committed upon the persons and property of civilians in the 
invaded regions of Belgium, France, and Luxemburg during the first 
three months of the war. 

The book presents no new evidence and contains even less discus- 
sion than the preceding work on Belgium. The author's purpose, how- 
ever, is not to convince but to describe. " With the documents now 
published on both sides it is at last possible to present a clear narrative 
of what actually happened. The co-ordination of this mass of evidence, 
which has gradually accumulated since the first days of the invasion, is 
the principal purpose for which the book has been written." Taken 
literally, this statement and the author's execution of his announced 
task are probably open to question. Complete historical evidence is as 
yet scarcely available on either side. Of German sources the author 
has apparently used only the appendixes to the German White Book and 
such extracts from diaries as have been published in English, French, 
or Belgian official reports. The pamphlets, newspapers, and periodicals, 
which were, doubtless available, have not been drawn upon, although 
they afford much excellent evidence. Furthermore, the German White 
Book itself has not at all times been used with the thoroughness which 
the task might demand, e. g., page 73, " At Biesmes they killed eight 
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civilians ". In the German White Booh, appendix 34, which is the sole 
authority adduced for this statement, the testimony of the Kolonnen- 
kommandeur refers to " etwa 12 bewaffneten Zivilisten . . . erschos- 
sen ". The further statement of this same witness that on the next day 
at " Lanesse und Somzee . . . wurden eine Anzahl Zivilisten erschossen 
und mehrere Hauser verbrannt " is entirely overlooked. The author's 
use of the English, French, and Belgian sources is likewise open to 
criticism. Much material of a purely circumstantial nature, or the state- 
ments of single witnesses, included in the official reports as matters 
of record, the author has deemed fit to include in "an ordered and 
documented narrative of the attested facts ". 

Perhaps, however, it is fairer not to insist upon too literal an in- 
terpretation of the author's claims. He recognizes that "the ultimate 
inquiry and verdict, if it is to have finality, must proceed either from 
a mixed commission of representatives of all the States concerned, or 
from a neutral commission ". Meanwhile, using only official documents 
and a few others which command universal attention, and supporting 
every charge by a specific citation, he has. drawn up a list of indictments 
which must be considered when the final reckoning takes place. As a 
whole, the two volumes together may be regarded as the most complete 
catalogue of the crimes charged against Germany on the western front 
during the first three months of the war which has thus far appeared 
in English. Although there is some material which must be classed 
as doubtful, the amount of fully " attested fact " from which no one 
will dissent on grounds of historical evidence is larger than the German 
authorities can ever hope satisfactorily to explain. 

A. C. Krey. 

The War and the Bagdad Railway: the Story of Asia Minor and its 
Relation to the Present Conflict. By Morris Jastrow, jr., Ph.D., 
LL.D., Professor in the University of Pennsylvania. (Philadel- 
phia and London: J. B. Lippincott Company. 1917. Pp. 160. 
$1.50.) 

Dr. Jastrow believes that the Bagdad Railway project was "the 
largest single contributing factor, in bringing on the war". Most 
readers will argue for the equality or pre-eminence of some other factor, 
such as the Alsace-Lorraine question, the character of the Emperor 
William II., the desire of Austria to dominate Serbia, the building of a 
great German navy, the woes of Macedonia, or the desire of Germany 
to dominate the world. It is similarly not possible to agree with the 
"main thesis" of the book, that "the control of the historic highway 
stretching from Constantinople to Bagdad has at all times involved the 
domination of the Near East ". To object that Bagdad has existed for 
less than twelve centuries would be quibbling, but Dr. Jastrow, in order 
to strengthen his case, enlarges his terminals and broadens his highway, 



